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ae T Os March 12th, 1960 


The Rami Royal Commission, 
Calgary, Alberta 
Gentleman z 

We, the Joint Crow's Nest Pass Towns! Committee, 

represent the City of Fernie, the Towns of Coleman and Blairmore, the 

villages of Frank, Bellewue and lamdbreck, as well as their Chenmbers of 
Commerce, and Boards of Trade, an area spreading over a distance of sixty 
————————— 
miles along the Canadian Pacific Railway, which was built and sustained on 

en eer ami for over the past fifty years developed a sound economy, 
eee CECE EL 
capable of preducing over three millien tons of medium volatile coking 
[geet ES Ie a YET re eee 


bituminous coal per year, and the employment of over three thousand (3000) 


POP BOS o 


However, teday's coal production and employment are 
only spiel the area potential, The extent of coal mining speratiorm 
ig now only a shadew of ite former size, which naturally has adversely 
affected the scenomy of the area, in lins with thet in other coal producing 
fields throughout the Province. The following statistics relating to coal 
Preduction in the Provime of Alberta, will give some ides as te the extent 
of economic reducticn suffered in recent yearg:~ 


Production 1919 8,616,983 Tons ~~ 
a 4957 3,186,354 Tons ~~ 
8 1959. 2 BOO 000 Tens i 


Irrespective of this fact, and the fact that other 
eoal mining comamities in the Province are now ghest towns, the question 
of a disintegrating coal mining industry is a very serious matter for 
Canada as a whole, and Western Canada in particular. 


The future ef any country in this modern and pregress- 
eee er ee eee 
‘ive world is, in a large way, governed by the value of its natural resources, 


and the ability of the country to exploit them to its full extent. This 
Situation applics particularly to Canada, a countaty which is presentiy 


blessed with an over concentration of hydrocarbons. 
ee eel 
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Production of bituinous coal in this general area alone 
has fallen froma peak of some four ion tons in 1949,-to around 
£09,060 tons in 1959, with disastrous effects on cecal mines which were 


and could be again valuable assets in the contribution of hydrecarbons to 
& progressive Canada. 


Reasens for this serious seductien in coal production ari 
the general disintegration of the coal mining industry is, of course, the 
development of oi] and gas fields of Western Canadas, and their displecemant 


/, of coal in ite natural markets. 


The Canadian Pacific Railway who, in normel times, purchased 
705 of the coal preduced in this area, are now completely disrelized, and 
purchase no coal for locomotive fuel. 


Powex COMPARES 2 Comment Plants . cna Cempanies, and many 


ether large coal burning institutions in Central and Western Reese have 
ee een eee ee ee 
now converted their fuel requirements to either fuel ofl or natural gas. 


with disastrous effects upon the coal industry of Western Canada. 


fhe domestic coal requirements, that is, coal suppifed to 
the householder, whether it be in the city, town or comtsy, is being 


vepidiy diaplaced fuel oid naturel gas or propane >» whiroughout the whole 
coal burning area from Vancouver Island to Winnipeg. 


Should this trend contims, the overall result will be that 
Canada's coal. industry will be forced out of business, which in the opinion 
eee 
of many competent authorities on this subject, wilh E be ) nothing short af an 


Sn 


industrial and national calamity. 
Sr oe ee eee 
There are mony Feasons_of national imertance why a Canadien 
ee 


coal industry should be preserved at an economic level, some of which can 


be exsumerated as fellows: 


(2) Coal which contains from 60% to 80% carbon, has been the 
ee eee wane See ee ee 


basis fer industrial progress in every countey in the Vorid. Tt can be 
further noted that countries with ne developed ¢ceai supply have made Little 


or no industrial progress. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


httos://archive.org/details/31/761120629886 


a fs 


(2) A steady supply of hydrocarbons should be made available 
Rr tet eas yin as oe ee 
# industry from as many sources as possibis, as an insurance againgt the 
failure or shrinkage of supply from any one or more sources, | 


The significance of this statement can only be fully 
realised by visualizing a suiden drop in the supply of ai} and/or natural 
gas from present sources of supply across the Western Prairies, and partic~ 
ularly so if our coal, industry has already been abandoned, 


(3) Carbon in its many forms, is the chemical base for our 
enerey requivementa, and coal contains oY of the world’s supply of carbon, 
a 8 
With petreleun products containing Jess then the remaining 1%, In Western 


Ganada the potential fuel and energy reserves in coal is three times thet 
ee 


of petroleum products, even accepting the mst optimistic sstinates of 
Ct ee ar ee ee 


natural gas and of] reserves in the ground, 


(i) We are presently spending one and one-heif billion dollars 
a a ee ere a a eee 


© your on national gefence, but in case of war involving us, the valw 


) of our defences would be reduced to something mar worthless without a 


steady and sufficient supply of good coal being available to industry. 
Rea a ee ST a ee 


(5S) With the contimesd trend of industrial expansion in this 

@ Wester countey, the ever-increasing demand for energy Will run a paralleled 
: seuret, theschy creating a situation where unlimited amounts of coal will 

Neo ou meceggary to complement supplies of petroleun products, rather than 

ecupete ageinst them, This situetion could become evident at a dete much 


earlier than is generally accepted, 
a Ssh an wae 


Coal, coke and powsr are the newessary ingredients for 
successful industrial expansion, and this long range fact will not be 


changed im the foreseeable future. 


(6) Metallurgical industries are in the development siezes in 
Western Canada at titls present time, and it is fully recognized just how 
much such industries rely on an available supply of ccal, coke and power, 


irrespective of how much fuel oil and gas is available. iMthout a Canadian 
CSS 
supply of suitable coal, the development of suchindustries could 
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veterded, unless the required coal be imported from the U.S A. 


Such a situation would make Canada look rvidiculos, when 
we have unlimited reserves af suitable coal, with nobody to operate them. 


. 
* y * 


in) 041 ani natwral gas reserves are not without their limite, 
whereas our known reserves of coal are practically without limits, aml the 


miter of using Mur energy sources should be reviewed om this basis. 


Coal reserves will not deteriorate when left in the grouml, 
but if ine industry is abandoned, then there will be no physical, financial 
oY engineering resources available io renew the development and production 
af easly which could seriously effect an orderly growth of Canadian imdtustry. 


Strip mining could be used as an expedient, to cbhtain a 
speedy supply of coal, but this coal by its very nature, is limited in its 
application, and the majority ef our reserves of goed quality coal must be 
mined by underground methods. | | 


Other factors can be introduced to substantiate goed reason 
fer the preservation of at least a mucieus of the coal mining industry, in 
that = 

(a} lining toms, with all service facilities, roads and raile 
roads are already in existence. 


(%) A large percentage of the homes in these tawms are privately 
toed by our presont and former employees, and sieps taken to preserve the 
industey will assist in preserving theses towns, and the homes of individuals 2 
which after sll, is the grass roots boesis for a successful eccomemy in any 
COUN EEY 5 

{c) Miidlions of tens of conl are presentiy developed in these 


mums, which would be permanently lest if the industry is abarxioned. 


{a} by preserving the coal industry, our country would have the 
finest insuwanmce possible in having a conbimuous suppiy of good coal avail~ 
able for industry. A fuel policy for Canada = not only an oi] and gas policy ~ 
would provide fox the efficient use of this overall supply of bydrocerbons 
for Canadian industry, on which can be built a solid and lasting national 
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The coal industry has always been « major employer of lebour, 
and hes always been an important source of employment for the forty to 
Litty-five year old age group, Deminion Bere of Statistics for the whole 
of Gannde show the average ef the over forty-five aze group to be 12.7% of 

omnes 
the placement made by the National Employment Service. Statistics of place~ . 
wente by the Wabienal Eapleymens Serviee for this ares shay 57% in this over 
aa * ded 


lem of this age greup who have been laid aff fron coal mining 


have found it very difficult te beeoms rehabilitated in other branchse of 
industry, im spite of the fee% that they are capable of doing a gaed dayta 
Wwovlta 


This eituntion is eresting some concern te our present Goverment, 
as per recent enquiries from Hem. W, Star, Winleter of Labour. 


A thriving, achive coal mining industry could relieve this 
aggravating situation, aa well aa reducing the demand for unampleyeent insure 
ance benefits. Im 1958 sens $726,000.00 was paid out in U.I.0. benefits, and 
over $600,000.00 in 1959, in this area alone. 


Wath reference to the employment of Inbour, it is important to 
mote that coal mines are generally very busy during the winter months, ond 
therefore in a positdon to employ lsbour at a peried when the overall empiloy= 
mom Figures in Canada are at a ler level, 


Since the survival ef nearly every industry of consequence in 
Camnuian dapormis on elther subsidy or pretection, we in the Cxeu's Nest Fase 
area fecl that in the face of the facts presented above as to the cesl 
iniustey helping employment, pertieularly these ef the uppey age bracket, 
aml deereasing the cost of uenployment insurance, that further subsidies te 
beleter the coal Inlustry and thereby stabilising the erenomy of the coal 


As question of sustaining the coal industry is of nebions] — 


economic Iluportance, then the Federal Government should take effective stens 
ee ee ee ee ee 


by Various means to preserve at least a nuclens of the industry, 
iE ee ee ee ere ee 
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me eeRy Fe ee ee ee ME nw stating in 
that portion ¢ of Canada now available to Weatern coal by means of equitable 
ae 


_frelght rates, and the mintenance or increase of the present abvention 


Pee” YM Pt 


assistance s also by ae that Ganadian eoak ees! be used in Government 


buildings, and thet present preference of ten cents per ton to an amount 
thet would inset Canadian dea to better than competitive position when 
compared with Gignatied coals. That tise Dominion Coal Board showld be main= 
tained, and its activities Anereased’ by granting it additional powers in the 
control ami use ef coal in the fuel policy of Canada. 


(2) hela dads “eeabiiestlt tans ea che al. coax, ie 
Commission should consider intimate cooperation between Federal and Prov= 
incial Gevernments to premote the furthering of coal usage for metallurgical, 
chemical and heating purposes, thee providing for long term existence of an 
economic coal industry in the interests of a future strong industrial Canada 
and its people. 


(3) Thermal Power - Considering the near future, increase of 
population of Western Canada, and its attendant industrial expansion. the 
demand for electrical power will ne doubt increase beyond the limits of our 
present pover generating plants. The majority of suitable Hydro Power 
iecations are alveady in use, ami any remaining ones are far removed from 
the power load centres im the West. Tt has now been accepted by prevailing 
authorities that the bulk of our future payer requirements will originate 
in Thermal Power plants fuelled by coal, This trend is evident now, bub is 
based mainiy on staip mine coal which is cheaply mined, but is act a majer 
contributor to the employment of labour, and thus it is of minor importance | 
to the general sconemy of amy given area. We therefore suggest, that 
of Alberta be deferred and substituted by @ Thermal Paver Flant built in 
the Crow's Nest Pass as a means of using underground mined bituminous coal, 
supporting the economy of our tams by the employment of this surplus labour. 


Any Government assistance in this project will be offset by 
the increase in employment, and therefore should be given serious considerat- 
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wo 7 me 
iome In support of this we would like te quote from the 1958 Alberta 
Powex Commissions | 


coal in Canada, bu but beyond thet cur kmowledge is somuhat 
limited as to to the exact delineation of our various coal 


con tauin tend ah tae Eta vain nb tad wade eat ise 
theig pleases «« most valueble places <= as peak load 
supplements from ceal. Far Alberta, at least, because of 
4%s cheep fucis, melear power is still fer in the future.” 
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(4) port. of Goat 
the subvention assistance granbed to these mines by the present 


Government has insured the entry of our Western coal to the Japanese market, 
thereby enghLing the mines te increase their production and comtinue their 
existence. Without this subvention assistence seme of these mines could 


possibly have mew ceased operations 


This area wishes to extend ite thanks and appreciation to ths 
present Government fer this timely assistance. Ue who are responsible 
for this brief are fully aware that mines now shipping coal te Japan are 
someting in a worldeide market, and must be prepared at all times te meet 
world prices, all of which makes the degree of subvention assistance of 


uimest imortance. 


We ef the Crows! Nest Pass dietriet reapeot tally subait this La ae ie 
belief to your Commission, and trust that its contents will reeeive your due 
consideration in the interest ef an orderly development of our coal industry 

fer the benefit of the Canadian economy and the continued high level of 
employment, and by so deine, the preservation of a coal industry for 

Western Canada. 


Sincerely yours» 
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